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Efj. 10-4 to 2-0 per acre. The Perundurai taluk is fairly well off in
garden and dry lands except in the western parts, "but has no channel-
led wet lands; hence high garden and dry rates, and comparatively
low wet rates, which, in the neighbouring taluks of Erode and Satya-
iaangolam, were far higher.

In applying the rates it was found necessary to allow for the differ-
ent circumstances of villages, and consideration was also paid to the
total assessment of each individual village. Hence they were divided
into four classes, and twelve rates for dry, four for gardens, and four for
wot lands were established; the second rate of the first-class villages
was taken as the first rate of the second class, and the second rate of
the second class was again taken as the first rate for the third class,
and so on- Hence there were really fifteen rates in each taluk for dry,
seven for garden, and seven for wet lands. The classification was carried
out by the surveyors in conjunction with the ryots, the measurements as
well as the classification being subsequently checked to a certain extent
by a further examination.

Owing, however, to differences in soil, position, climate, and other
local circumstances, taluks were found to differ no less than fields and
villages; hence these also were divided into four classes, the field rates
for similar soils thus varying according to both village and taluk. In
<*ertain wet villages no great attention was paid to average rents; the
land was of small area and easily surveyed, so that the rents were fixed
according to the believed capability of the soil, or the customary rent,
as was convenient* Hence the great increase in the Satyamangalam
rates, and the high, assessments of the Erode taluk under the Ealinga-
r&yan channel.

It is obvious that except in ascertaining, equalizing, and fixing the
actual assessments according to actual holding, this settlement did little
or nothing in the way of altering Tipu's total demand; it did not
pretend to assess lands at a given share of the supposed produce, but
the original rates were first charged upon the newly ascertained areas,
and then such reductions were made *; as would bring the gross revenue
nearest to the level of the beriz of 1209." The result was that the
gross assessment was probably "brought within 4 or 5 per cent, of the
Sultdn's levy," and though this levy was " never realized by his man-
agers,1' Major Madeod considered that the country might probably
be able to pay it under good management, and he believed that the
Government share might be considered as less than two-fifths of the
gross produce m dry kads, and less than one-half that of gardens and
nanjei. There is nothing to show on what grounds he based these
.assertions, and as regards the latter of them there is nothing on record
ot% any experiments such as the late settlement have carried out. The
t insult of the settlement was that while the incidence of assessment per
^acre was greatly lowered, the ryot paid nearly the same total, since all
his acres were ascertained; on the other hand, he was assumed to Ibp